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pretended proposal for reconciliation by means of
a decision on the divorce to be given by two
Cardinal Legates, appointed by the Pope, and
sitting" in neutral territory. In vain Chapuys
warned the Emperor that Cranmer could not be
trusted ; but Henry's diplomatic signs of grace
prevailed, and the Pope, dreading to drive England
further into schism, confirmed Cranmer's election
as Archbishop of Canterbury (March 1533).
It was high time ; for under a suave exterior
both Henry and Anne were in a fever of impatience.
At the very time that Queen Katharine thought
that her husband had repented, Anne conveyed to
him the news that she was with child. It was
necessary for their plans that the offspring should
be born in wedlock, and yet no public marriage
was possible, or the eyes of the Papal party would
be opened before the Bulls confirming Cranmerrs
elevation were issued. Sometime late in January
1533, therefore, a secret marriage was performed
at Greenwich, probably by the reforming Franciscan
Friar, George Brown,1 and Anne became Henry's
second wife, whilst Katharine was still undivorced.
The secret was well kept for a time, and the Nuncio,
Baron di Burgo, was fooled to the top of his bent
by flatteries and hopes of bribes. He even sat in
state on Henry's right hand, the French ambassador
being on the left, at the opening of Parliament,
probably with the idea of convincing the trembling
English clergy that the King and the Pope were
working together. In any case, the close associa-
tion of the Nuncio with Henry and his ministers
1 It is often stated to have been celebrated by Dr. Lee, and sometimes
even by Cranmer, who appears to have been present.